
A SERVANT’S VIEW 

By: Deacon Joseph Placious 

As many of you know I celebrated my 15th anniversary on Ascension Thursday. For me this is a great 

blessing. I thought I would remind you “what a deacon is”. 

     Deacon comes from the Greek word diakonos meaning servant. Deacon’s, as servants of God’s people 

had their scriptural origins in Chapter 6, verses 1-6 of the Acts of the Apostles. At that time the original 

Apostles were so busy preaching the gospel that they had no time for widows and orphans of the Greek 

converts. So the Apostles came together and selected seven men to help them. It is this group that 

tradition has identified as the first deacons. 

     St. Stephen, whose feast we celebrated on the day after Christmas, is the best known of those first 

deacons. Many of St. Paul’s letters indicate that women also joined the deaconate as deaconesses. The 

Vatican is looking right now to see if this order can be reestablished. Time will tell. Between the years 

200 & 500, deacons assumed more and more responsibility for the care of the poor and sick members of 

the early church. They developed administration skills in caring for the destitute and some church 

historian believe that they may have become bishops! 

     But as the mission of the church became diluted by the social and political realities of the world of that 

time, the role of the deacon was assumed by others and the title “deacon” simple referred to a stage in a 

seminarian’s journey to priestly ordination. So the “transitional deacon” took over for the “permanent 

deacon”. 

     In 1967, as part of the sweeping changes of Vatican II, Pope Paul VI brought back the “permanent 

deaconate” not only to serve God’s suffering people but also to minister in the liturgies and proclaim the 

Gospel. Deacons became an official part of the American Church in 1976. As originally constituted in the 

early church, they were ordained like Bishops and priests but they could be married and usually had 

employment outside the church itself. 

     Today’s deacons, like the deacons of the early Church, are placed at a parish or ministry but are 

officially attached to the bishop. They are permitted by their bishop to administer the Sacrament of 

baptism, witness weddings and conduct funeral liturgies and preach at all. They are to proclaim the gospel 

and are the usual minister of the cup at a Eucharistic service. 

     At liturgical celebrations, a deacon can be identified by the stole. While a priest’s stole hangs around 

his neck, a deacon’s stole hangs from the left shoulder, crosses the chest and back and then comes 

together and hangs down the right side. At high liturgical celebrations a deacon will wear a “dalmatic”: an 

ancient vestment comprised of a long front and back panels and wide sleeves made up in the colors of the 

liturgical season.  

Permanent Deacons are usually not paid for their service, but some do have paid jobs in the church. I 

gladly volunteer my service at Holy Cross. It is my pleasure to serve you!  Thank you, Lord for the grace 

you have given to me to serve you and your people for 15 years.  

God Bless you all.  

Love Deacon Joe 

       


